CHAPTER 6

LANDOWNER

Organises his Cornish estate. Favours small-holdings. Develops
tin mines. Encourages oyster fisheries. Plans for afforestation.
Unemployed work at tree-planting on Dartmoor. Improve-
ments on the Kennington estate. Learning his tenants* ways
and wishes. Rebuilding in the London Duchy estates. The
Prince a good landlord. Gives a lead by exporting cattle
from Cornwall to his Canadian ranch. His advice to young
men who are thinking of going to Canada. An unofficial
visit to the ranch. Financial affairs. The Prince not a super-
wealthy man.

IN a preceding chapter various references have
been made to the Prince's supervision of his
estates. At this point there arrives an opportunity
of discussing this aspect of his activities in more detail.
Although plans for the development of his property
have frequently been interrupted by his tours, they have
been among his first thoughts on each occasion of his
return. The large estates he owns in Cornwall claim a
continually active interest. When he is resident in
London he is in touch with the Duchy through his
comptroller, and many of the improvements there have
been directly due to the sums of money he has devoted
to its greater prosperity. An object of particular
enthusiasm has been the encouragement of well-run
small-holdings. We have already seen him using his
eyes in France and Flanders when he was on active
service there. He was not slow to observe the benefits
of intensive land-cultivadon. With the problems of
peace-time pressing so urgently for solution^ the system
commended itself even more insistently.

Before the War a steady movement had begun in